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Some Nonfatal “Killer Micros”
of the 1970s and 1980s

« ZMOB - 256 Z80s - U of Maryland

« Cm* - 50 PDP-11s - Carnegie-Mellon
o Ultracomputer - ? - NYU

o T Series - 128 transputers - FPS

* About 100 projects using 68000s

What Is different about Pentium Pros?




Why This Time It’s Different

« Commodity op. sys.,interconnect, even compilers
« Memory at $4/megabyte
 Echo of PDP-11 days; easy procurement




Memory Pricing by Various Vendors
Five Years Ago

Price per Megabyte (June 1992)

Small Systems 0 P00 92000 S3000 4000 85000 SE000 - S7000

Apple Mac lIsi
386-based PC

Sun SPARCstation2
SGl Indigo
DECStation 5000
IBM RS/6000

HP 750 Lighter bars are list price;
Darker bars are “street price”

Large Systems
nCUBE 2

Intel Paragon
MasPar MP-1

Alliant CAMPUS/800
Convex C-3200, 3400
TCM CM-2

Intel iPSC/860
Convex C-3800

NEC SX-3

Hitachi EX Series
CRAY Y-MP




